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Synopsis

In 1992 the British Secret Intelligence Service exfiltrated from Russia a defector whose presence in
the West remained a secret until the publication of The Sword and the Shield in 1999. That man
was Vasili Mitrokhin, the KGB’s most senior archivist. Unknown to his superiors, Mitrokhin had spent
over a decade making notes and transcripts of highly classified files which, at enormous personal
risk, he smuggled out of the KGB archives. The FBI described the archive as "the greatest single
cache of intelligence every received by the West." In The Sword and the Shield, Christopher
Andrew revealed the secrets of the KGB’s operations in the United States and Europe; now in The
World Was Going Our Way, he has written the first comprehensive account of the KGB and its
operations throughout the Third World. Our understanding of the contemporary world remains
incomplete without taking into account the vast impact of the KGB in developing nations: Andrew
reveals the names of political leaders on the KGB payroll as well as the KGB'’s successful
penetration of numerous foreign governments. He also points to the many absurdities of KGB
operations-such as agents attempting to assess the spread of influence of rival Chinese
communism by visiting African capitals and counting the number of posters of Mao Tse Tung. For
decades the KGB believed that the world was going their way-and Americans at the highest
reaches of government lived in fear that they were losing the Cold War in the Third World. This

extraordinary book will transform our understanding of the history of the twentieth century.
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Customer Reviews

This is, like the first book, an extraordinary piece of scholarship. While it can be tedious in both its



detail and in the drollness of the "accomplishments" that enjoyed so much Politburo attention and
funding, it joins books such as Derek Leebaert’s The Fifty-Year Wound: How America’s Cold War
Victory Has Shaped Our World in documenting the insanity and waste that characterized much of
the so-called "secret wars" between the US Intelligence Community (within which the CIA is a $3
billion a year runt against the larger defense budget approaching $50 billion a year) and the KGB
and GRU.For those who have the patience or speed to get through this entire book, the single most
important revelation and documentation concerns the ease with which the Russians were able to
recruit traitors within the US defense community contractors. Ralph Peters has written about this in
New Glory : Expanding America’s Global Supremacy but speaks mostly of legal treason--corruption
and waste. This book carefully addresses the sad reality that DoD is totally penetrated by foreign
spies (one would add, Third World and allied spies including France, Germany, and Israel, never
mind China and Iran) via the contracting community.One day someone will do a careful calibration
of both the good and the bad of secret intelligence. When that day comes, this book will be as good

a place as any with which to start.
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